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®. 23rd May 2025

Nominations Open for PPN Limerick Representative
Seats

I'HAVE YOUR SAY IN THE DECISION MAKING PROCESSES
OF LIMERICK CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL!!

PPN Limerick has nomination rights for Seats on the
following Strategic Policy Committees:
Travel and Transportation.

Climate Action, Biodiversity and Environment.
Economic, Development, Enterprise, Tourism & Planning.
Community, Leisure, Arts, Heritage and Culture.
Home and Social Development.

Blodiversity & 2 Vacant a

Development, 1 Vacant 4

Leisure, Arts, 1vacant 1 vacart 7

Development 1 Waant 1 Viacant 4

Secietariat 2 Vacant 1 Vacant 1

Nominations are Open for PPN Limerick Representative
Seats available on Limerick City and County Council
Strategic Policy Committees, the Local Community
Development Committee and PPN Limerick Secretariat.
For more information email ppn@limerick.ie

or call Lorraine
at 061-556347

‘Pubiic Participation ::-\-"""; & Contae Lutmmnigh
Network ] Limerick Cty

All information and Nomination forms can be accessed HERE

We are particularly encouraging members of those groups in the Environmental
Pillar to share this opportunity with their wider membership.

If elections are required following Nominations received they will be held at our
upcoming Plenary meeting, details of which are below.


https://www.limerickppn.ie/limerick-ppn-election-resources/
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PPN Limerick's Plenary Meeting
. Thursday, June 12th 2025 from 6:30 - 8.30pm 0
G'@ at E'@
9 Council Chambers, Dooradoyle, Limerick. 9

*Registration via eventbrite link*

e & 41 ¢
Public Participatior Soctal ala ’
Network Limerick Inclusion aﬁﬂ%ﬁq Environmental

REGISTER TO ATTEND HERE

At this meeting we will hold a Linkage group Meeting/ Update with the
Representatives. We encourage Members to attend to support the
Mandate of these Representatives on the Strategic Policy Committee
Seats.

We will also Ratify the nominees from recent elections for Vacant SPC/
LCDC and Secretariat Seats.


https://aib.ie/community/charities-2023
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/1365753588749?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/1365753588749?aff=oddtdtcreator
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L4
Limerik AIB COMMUNITY €1M FUND

AIB Community €1 Million Fund 2025

A

E

. Nominations will open from 14 May and will remain open for
6 weeks until 25 June. Don’t wait! Once open, ask your voters
to nominate now! aib.ie/community-fund

Fund will be promoted throughout the Summer months and the
2025 charities will be announced in early-September

The top six Customer/Public-nominated charities will each receive
€20,000
The top six employee-nominated charities will each receive €6,000

. Charites are nominated in six regions: Connacht; Munster;
Ulster (ROI); Leinster; Greater Dublin; and Great Britain &

! --\‘_. x L L
L o .
Charities that received funding in 2022, 2023 and 2024 cannot be . L]
nominated in this year’s Fund. Please check before you vote. The lists N o m I n at I O n s o p e n 2025
for previous years are here on aib.ie/community
14 May - 25 June
. There are some Ts&Cs around what charities can be nominated. These Q Q Q
Ts&Cs can be found on aib.ie a I b ° I e/co m m u n Ity-fu n d



https://aib.ie/community/charities-2023
http://aib.ie/community-fund
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SE Systems Community Fund 2025

€500,000 available for sustainable energy upgrades in community buildings
across lIreland.

We are pleased to share that the SE Systems Community Fund is now open
to all.

This initiative offers €500,000 in funding to support not-for-profit
organisations across lIreland in delivering sustainable energy improvements
to their community buildings.

The fund is designed to help reduce operational costs, cut energy bills,
lower carbon emissions, and improve energy resilience for local services
that are often under financial pressure.

We’re reaching out to ask for your support in sharing this opportunity with
organisations in your network who may benefit from it.

Applications open on 27th of May until 18th July 2025, and eligible upgrades
include insulation, heat pumps, solar panels, lighting improvements and
more.

Apply HERE

/) SESYSTEMS



https://sesystems.ie/communityfund/
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IEN TRAINING WEBINAIRS AVAILABLE TO VIEW

SPC Webinar Now Available to View

https://youtu.be/jJzkkZZuf88

How to make impactful contributions to the SPCs as a PPN Representative — with Clir
Dermot ‘Daisy’ O’Brien.

Hi everyone,

Last week a webinar with Councillor Dermot O’Brien who shared his experience and
insights into working on an SPC was held.

You can now watch the full webinar on the Environmental Pillar Youtube channel here:
https://youtu.be/jJzkkZZuf88

This is an introduction to engaging with the Strategic Policy Committees, including an

overview of what an SPC meeting looks like at its best, with expectations you should

have for an SPC meeting including expectations of how a Rep should be treated and
included.

There were insights as well as other tips and methods to engage.
If you’re looking for more tips on working on a Strategic Policy Committee, including

recommendations on troubleshooting when an SPC isn’t working at its best, you can
watch our previous webinar on the SPCs here: https://youtu.be/XgkpKCkn6jU



https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenquzjcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0015iPwmyVc48ZOWkUE655h55SqB8YVx305AoK6CUTZFxACQJ2zHhIl6xOF-wYhUEOINQK8XQyakPXJ0Ou-5ThCq8k7Bac3rH7ibIeCpl3aj0zmmbHo1o1wWEGkqakZG8Nf-UsmtfE8Dpp-u1juSeIw9G-R__cUhA1t%26c%3D1i2bWu4v1FXJKx2DWk68Jkd0CKptqYuvLGr09nszXi2WjppZdI2cjA%3D%3D%26ch%3D9KJ6YDBbqfi59grGtjVeV7cEJgJ3VduHMAQ-hjYLatWqPovbtV0Y3w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clorraine.broderick%40limerick.ie%7Cb925a58285af44c759a608dd99683104%7C1e1a5d0dc1d74802a64986e3a852284b%7C0%7C0%7C638835395022088975%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GymtR30a6zfMLOvVk%2B385FRJJzvQr8GvFNcOgzzAe3w%3D&reserved=0
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https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenquzjcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0015iPwmyVc48ZOWkUE655h55SqB8YVx305AoK6CUTZFxACQJ2zHhIl6xOF-wYhUEOINQK8XQyakPXJ0Ou-5ThCq8k7Bac3rH7ibIeCpl3aj0zmmbHo1o1wWEGkqakZG8Nf-UsmtfE8Dpp-u1juSeIw9G-R__cUhA1t%26c%3D1i2bWu4v1FXJKx2DWk68Jkd0CKptqYuvLGr09nszXi2WjppZdI2cjA%3D%3D%26ch%3D9KJ6YDBbqfi59grGtjVeV7cEJgJ3VduHMAQ-hjYLatWqPovbtV0Y3w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Clorraine.broderick%40limerick.ie%7Cb925a58285af44c759a608dd99683104%7C1e1a5d0dc1d74802a64986e3a852284b%7C0%7C0%7C638835395022088975%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GymtR30a6zfMLOvVk%2B385FRJJzvQr8GvFNcOgzzAe3w%3D&reserved=0
https://youtu.be/XgkpKCkn6jU
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Bats and Pollinator events over the weekend for National Biodiversity
Week

*Sunday 25th May 11.00 am — 13.00 am Discover Nature on the Castletroy
Greenway here Meet at the entrance to the Castletroy Greenway near
Castletroy College.

Lots more events on htips://biodiversityweek.ie/events-calendar/

Farm Walk / Limerick Branch of BirdWatch Ireland Outing and
Discover Nature on the Castletroy Greenway - National Biodiversity
Week

Saturday 24™ May

Farming for Nature Walk on Summerhill Natural Dairy Farm, Ballyagran —
booking essential - Pioneering Limerick Farmer to Host Upcoming Farming for
Nature Farm Walk
o Saturday 24th May at 11am. Tickets can be booked here . Tickets usually sell out
quickly- in the case of a sold out event, a waiting list will be in operation
o} Learn about the amazing impact regenerative agriculture and Korean Natural
Farming methods with Ballyagran Farmer,

o} On Thomas' upcoming farm walk you will learn what defines a regenerative
method and what Korean Natural Farming is all about. Discover how Thomas utilizes
something called indigenous microorganisms (IMO) to create fertile soils and healthy
livestock. Watch firsthand how Thomas brews microbial ferments to produce the
powerful enzymes that have transformed his farm. It's also an opportunity to meet
like-minded, progressive farmers and to exchange ideas. There will also be an
opportunity to experience the wonderful nature flourishing on the farm, including the
1,000 native trees already planted and the ongoing efforts to support local wildlife.

o] Thomas is eager to share his story and techniques that have not only
transformed his farm but have also allowed him more quality time with his young
family. His commitment to environmental stewardship and producing nutrient dense
food is evident as he opens his doors to visitors interested in his sustainable
practices. Join us for this enriching experience to see how regenerative agriculture
is shaping a healthier future for both the environment and our communities.

o] For more information about Thomas's farm go to his farm's website or the
Farming for Nature website

o} For more information or to arrange interviews, contact Sarah Coonan
sarah@farmingfornature.ie



https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiodiversityweek.ie%2Fevents-calendar%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccaroline.oreilly%40limerick.ie%7C18d0db43141f46b3d79108dd947b263c%7C1e1a5d0dc1d74802a64986e3a852284b%7C0%7C0%7C638829983614959702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z3f6S0Za6Kp7xOrx0647kzYUnqwPStnGOavpX0%2FlGnQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbuytickets.at%2Ffarmingfornature%2F1653615&data=05%7C02%7Ccaroline.oreilly%40limerick.ie%7C2e0f55daaff54a63a9cd08dd985afaff%7C1e1a5d0dc1d74802a64986e3a852284b%7C0%7C0%7C638834239683255762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SRrMLNtf5ziV066kAKgfKGvzLF9wBjlNnfeDA364Z0Y%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knfdairy.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccaroline.oreilly%40limerick.ie%7C2e0f55daaff54a63a9cd08dd985afaff%7C1e1a5d0dc1d74802a64986e3a852284b%7C0%7C0%7C638834239683279994%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=48A6kL6RAqplwHfePHCG8I1GUndNw1TGhvPYv%2F5SN4A%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.knfdairy.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccaroline.oreilly%40limerick.ie%7C2e0f55daaff54a63a9cd08dd985afaff%7C1e1a5d0dc1d74802a64986e3a852284b%7C0%7C0%7C638834239683296931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YYJ%2Bwoa40ukyaaR095eYja5vypjd%2BluDlv9hNFPCUSc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmingfornature.ie%2Fnominees%2Fthomas-stack%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccaroline.oreilly%40limerick.ie%7C2e0f55daaff54a63a9cd08dd985afaff%7C1e1a5d0dc1d74802a64986e3a852284b%7C0%7C0%7C638834239683312864%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6CiRxJhvJ%2BvXqee0RpFdmi9OgxX2nxgP%2BI7T7khQZnQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:7352%E2%80%AFsarah@farmingfornature.ie
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Farm Walk / Limerick Branch of BirdWatch Ireland Outing and Discover
Nature on the Castletroy Greenway - National Biodiversity Week

Limerick Branch of BirdWatch Ireland
o Trip to Kilcolman Fen and Heatherside Conifer Woods Saturday 24'" May
o] Meet: Outside Charleville Cemetery at 9.15am Car-pooling may be
necessary as only limited parking spaces at Kilcolman.
o Depart: Charleville 9.30 for Kilcolman Fen.
o Expect to see: Summer visiting wildfowl and woodland birds. This will
be followed by a walk at Heatherside to hopefully see Crossbills
o Leader: Tony Mee
o Please Note: The trip to Kilcolman Fen is especially ideal for anyone for
whom walking or standing is an issue, as just a few metres from the house,
there is a very comfortable viewing room and also a 2nd hide, from which
the Fen can be surveyed comfortably.
o FREE

Saturday 25™ May

Discover Nature on the Castletroy Greenway — organised by Limerick
City and County Council
o Join Wildlife expert Clir Sean Hartigan and Limerick City and County
Council’s Biodiversity Officer, Sinead Mc Donnell and discover nature on
the Castletroy Greenway.
o] Meet at the entrance to the Castletroy Greenway near Castletroy
College.
o Duration 11.00 am — 13.00 am
o FREE
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LOCAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
DRCD REQUESTS ASSISTANCE TO IMPROVE HOW LCDC’S CONNECT
WITH YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

M
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LCDC
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rerick Local Community Developrmen
Cormmiiies

As part of their efforts to enhance the awareness and understanding of the work of
Local Community Development Committees (LCDCs), the Department of Rural and
Community Development is developing a communications campaign to run later this
year.

Through the survey below they wish to gather inital insights through your
engagement.

Survey Link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DHPJ9W5

Your feedback will play a crucial role in shaping future communication strategies and
ensuring LCDCs can better serve their communities.

An Roinn Forbartha
Tuaithe agus Pobail
Department of Rural and
Community Development


https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2FDHPJ9W5&data=05%7C02%7Clorraine.broderick%40limerick.ie%7C39d296e8e3ae4713899c08dd91fe684f%7C1e1a5d0dc1d74802a64986e3a852284b%7C0%7C0%7C638827247660614851%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kd%2Bi2pcDCkr9k72o4RN9WT4W0%2FmjMlzNa%2FQoVfHUsmE%3D&reserved=0
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Participation
Network
Limerick

This Heritage Council funded project, which is led by Dr Cat Porter, UL, is
supported by a number of key stakeholders including Limerick County Council
and the Digital Repository of Ireland (DRI). https://www.ul.ie/news/new-ul-
research-seeks-to-record-and-preserve-important-heritage-relic

OSI benchmarks, or Crow's feet as they are sometimes referred to, are part of
our cultural heritage for the last two hundred years. Often hidden in plain sight,
it is important that we record many of these features in our landscape, both
urban and rural, before they are lost.

In order to do this, a user friendly app is currently being developed which we
hope will be going live by the middle of June.

It is hoped that the app will be used, by members of the public, for recording
those marks which are extant and the locations of those which have
disappeared.

We will update when this App is launched.



https://www.ul.ie/news/new-ul-research-seeks-to-record-and-preserve-important-heritage-relic
https://www.ul.ie/news/new-ul-research-seeks-to-record-and-preserve-important-heritage-relic
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Invitation to Consultation Event on Our Rural Future 2026-2030

The Department of Rural and Community Development will be holding a
series of consultation events to inform the development of a new rural
development policy for the period 2026-2030.

This future policy is a commitment in the Programme for Government and
will build on the achievements of the current Our Rural Future 2021-2025
policy as we seek to fulfil our vision for a thriving rural Ireland.

We would value the input of your PPN to a discussion around the
opportunities and challenges of importance for rural Ireland. | therefore
invite you to nominate a representative to attend the consultation event
most convenient to them.

Details regarding these events are set out in the table below. The first
four events focus on specific themes and invites to these are being
issued to a wide range of rural stakeholders and delivery partners. The
remaining two meetings are also open to the public and more general in
focus.

Participants should register via the relevant Eventbrite link as soon as
possible as places are limited.

There will also be a consultation event as Gaeilge in late June. If you
would like to register your interest in this event, or if you have any
questions related to any of the events, please email
rural.consultation@drcd.gov.ie.

Our Rural Future 2026-2030 Consultation Events

16
Public June Qharle
Consultati 2025 ville
on Cork Park Register here
. 6.30p Hotel, _
Meeting m — Charle

9pm ville



mailto:rural.consultation@drcd.gov.ie
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/public-consultation-meeting-charleville-monday-16-june-tickets-1323554189209
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/public-consultation-meeting-charleville-monday-16-june-tickets-1323554189209
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/public-consultation-meeting-charleville-monday-16-june-tickets-1323554189209
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Consultations/Grants

The Department of Climate, Environment, Energy have just launched the public consultation on Ireland’s
implementation of the Aarhus Convention and the Pollutant Release Transfer Register (PRTR) Protocol
available here.

DECC encourages your organisation to participate in this public consultation. This process will inform
Ireland’s National Implementation Reports on the Aarhus Convention and PRTR Protocol 2025. The
Department has prepared draft National Implementation Reports to outline the implementation of the
Aarhus Convention and PRTR Protocols in Ireland. To inform the final documents, comments are invited
from stakeholders, members of the public and other interested parties. DECC invites you to further
disseminate information about the public consultation process and requests that you promote these
public consultations through your organisation’s website and social media forums, where possible.

Aarhus Convention

The Aarhus Convention lays down a set of basic rules to promote citizen’s involvement in environmental
matters and improve enforcement of environmental law.

Its provisions are broken down into three Pillars: Access to Information on the Environment, Public
Participation in Environmental Decision-making and Access to Justice.

Ireland ratified the Aarhus Convention on 20th June 2012.

PRTR Protocol

The PRTR Protocol seeks to reduce the burden of pollution and waste by establishing publicly
accessible national pollutant registers. The Protocol requires each of its Parties to establish and
maintain a publicly accessible national PRTR that meets certain requirements which are set out

in the Protocol. The Irish PRTR, which was launched in 2007, is maintained by the Environmental
Protection Agency and is available at https://www.epa.ie/our-services/compliance--enforcement/whats-
happening/pollutant-release-and-transfer-register/

Comments on the draft document should be submitted by email or received by post no later than the 7th
April 2025.

Email: Aarhus-decc@decc.gov.ie or Post:

The Aarhus Unit,

Department of Climate, Environment and Energy,

Tom Johnston House,

Haddington Road,

Dublin,

D04 K7X4

For more information on the Aarhus Convention, please go to:
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/b3b1a-aarhus-convention/



https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fpress-release%2F7f0fa-launch-of-public-consultation-for-the-ac-nir-2025-and-prtr-nir-2025%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cppn%40limerick.ie%7C6d217fdbf61b4f39919508dd615e8353%7C1e1a5d0dc1d74802a64986e3a852284b%7C0%7C0%7C638773780731279145%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=84y%2FZNcIKU3wm8yhMeQpmLa9GSFywSUmcxst5s2isFk%3D&reserved=0
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®.. 23rd May 2025

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

GLALS

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) National Stakeholder Forum
scheduled for June 11th has been deferred and will now take place on
9th September 2025.

Venue: Tuesday, September 9th in Croke Park, Dublin.
Theme: Preparations for Ireland’s Third SDG National Implementation
Plan

A second Forum will be held in Cork City in December 2025,
Date and venue to be confirmed.
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TRAINING

PPN Stakeholder Training

The online only self-paced training videos programme for PPN stakeholders
has been developed with SJI. Registrations for the online only training is now
open. Social Justice Ireland is providing this training on behalf of the
Department.

The online only training covers the following:

- An Introduction to the PPNs (2 Modules)

- Local Government Budgets

- PPNs and Local Government

- Effective Participation in Consultations

- Effective Facilitation

- Strategic Planning

- Measuring Outcomes and Impacts

This is online only and is intended for self-directed learning at the learner’s
own pace. Social Justice Ireland will provide some support via the webform on
each Module page. There are no scheduled classes as part of this training.
To register, please complete the Registration Form at the following link: :
Register for Training_|_Social Justice Ireland
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