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Meeting: 		PPN Limerick Plenary meeting
Date:			26th February 2025
Venue:			Dooradoyle Council, Chambers, Limerick
Those present:	List at end of the minutes
Apologies:	List at end of the minutes


LPPN = Limerick Public Participation Network
LCCC = Limerick City and County Council
SPC = Strategic Policy Committee
LG = Linkage Group 
DRCD = Department of Rural and Community Development
EDEP = Economic Development Enterprise & Planning

	Agenda item
	Detail
	Action
	Who
	When

	1. Welcome address.
	Patrick Fitzgerald noted it was PPN Limerick first blended meeting and asked for patience as we navigate the system. Welcomed the online attendees and asked the members to please mute and if they wish to contribute to raise hand or type into the chat. 
The document with the explanation of terms and acronyms as well as the meeting documentation has been put into the chat of the teams meeting.
PF confirmed Standing Orders for Plenary meetings and with in person and online attendance noted quorum was confirmed. There is a QR code to view the documents online.
	
	
	

	2. Standing Orders for Plenary
	Patrick Fitzgerald confirmed Standing Orders for Plenary meetings and with in person and online attendance noted quorum was confirmed. There is a QR code to view the documents online.
Patrick Fitzgerald noted that they are available and that the main point is that only business of the meeting is discussed. Members are welcome to submit motions and questions for the next meeting to us at anytime. 



	
	
	

	Agenda item
	Detail
	Action
	Who
	When

	     
3. Minutes of last Plenary meeting
	
Patrick Fitzgerald noted November 2025 Plenary meeting minutes taken as read. They were available and circulated, Patrick Fitzgerald asked for a Proposer and Seconder.
Proposed by Linda Ledger
Seconded by Tanya Dunworth
	

	

	

	4. Matters arising
	Patrick Fitzgerald went through matters arising with PPN Limerick members.

               
1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1]PF noted Practical training for Groups- After feedback offered following some training delivered and research to whether in ppn remit- agreed that in 2026 options will be sought regarding offering trainings (in partnership with ppn groups) such as Safepass/ Manual handling/ first aid where other routes do not exist. Details in Workplan and budget.
· Hospital FRC will facilitate Manual handling training during March. 

2. Patrick Fitzgerald and Lorraine Broderick noted the Issue with Corporate in November 2025- Update. 
_ Survey to be sent in advance of MOU signing

3. Representatives were provided with SPC training from LCCC; delivered by the IPA (Institute of Public Administration) in January. 
Representatives present who attended this training stated they enjoyed this training and learned a lot. 
It was suggested that PPNL organise this formal training at a future date for those interested in the workings of SPC’s. this was agreed.

As Corporate services stated, SPCs Developed Work programs during January /February. Representatives present who’s committees have proceeded with workplans stated that they were useful.


4. Plain English guide for new members. 
A Guide to PPNs document will be developed in 2026. Members in attendance will have Glossary of terms and acronyms available this evening. 
· This guide is in draft form and will be launched as part of the Upcoming Lifelong learning festival event – PPN’s – Participative Democracy in Action.

5. Representatives have been reminded of responsibility to attend PPN Meetings.

6. To work with Linda Ledger re: representation on committees and route to advocate for community centres with the PPN.



7. Motion 1 From Farran Flaherty
That the Public Participation Network (PPN) formally request that Limerick City and County Council, in the interest of increasing public participation, commit to public live-streaming of all public meetings and to archiving these recordings in a publicly accessible online repository.
Motion 2 From Farran Flaherty 
That the Public Participation Network (PPN) formally request that Limerick City and County Council, in the interest of improved public accessibility, establish and implement a formal process to ensure that all documents relevant to public meetings are uploaded online in accessible, non-proprietary, and screen-reader-friendly formats.
Motion 3 From Annette Waters
That the PPN will stream Meetings for accessibility
Motion 4 from David Tobin
That PPN Limerick will invite LCCC officials to Plenary meetings

	

Manual Handling Training
 




Contact IPA to organise training for when nominations are again sought.








Linda to contact Lorraine to organise
	

PPN Members
	

TBD


	

5. Secretariat Update 
	


Patrick Fitzgerald noted PPN Limerick noted upcoming Training available for Community Groups/Manual Handling. Details of the training will be coming soon.


Upcoming Events:
Lifelong Learning Festival	LCEN/PPN	Limerick City Library	23rd April 2026	20	“Public Participation Networks: Participative Democracy in Action”.	

Citizen’s Assembly
UL ENGAGE/ PPN Garden’s International 30th May  100	An event for citizens to come together and discuss SDG focused actions for Limerick.
An opportunity for collective learning and experimentation. Participation and Decision Making.

Membership
Limerick PPN continues to grow and has reached 300 Members.  
Breakdown of membership is
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Patrick Fitzgerald noted nominations were not ratified at full council in January and with be on the agenda for the next full council.

The Following are our Nominees and remaining Vacant Seats.

We have 7 vacancies across the SPC’s. Propose to seek nominations in the coming months, before the next Plenary in May.
Our ratified nominees from November should be on the agenda for the March Full council meeting and we have been speaking to members as well as corporate to advocate that there be no further delay to our appointments.

              PPN Limerick will submit to the National annual report when requested.
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Citizens Assembly
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23-04-2026

30th May 2026






	6. SPC Representation Updates

	David Tobin gave a positive update about Travel and Transportation SPC
David met a lady called Elaine a resident from Boher, Co. Limerick. The discussion was about not having a bus stop in Boher and today the Bus is running with numerous Public and Commercial routes coming in and out from Limerick City Centre. David was able to point Elaine in the right direction in order to start the process. Lorraine said well done to David Tobin.

Brian Thompson gave an update on Economic Development, Enterprise, Tourism and Planning Strategic Policy Committee SPC. Brain Thompson read out Statement of Outcomes that he completed from 9th of February meeting. His submissions regarding a Taking in Charge document is noted at that SPC.

Mark Ryan asked if every representative that attends an SPC would complete a statement of outcomes after each SPC.



David Tobin read motion on behalf of Farran Flaherty
Motion 1 From Farran Flaherty 
That the Public Participation Network (PPN) formally request that Limerick City and County Council, in the interest of increasing public participation, commit to public live-streaming of all public meetings and to archiving these recordings in a publicly accessible online repository. All agreed
Mark Ryan noted you can request an invite through Corporate.
Motion 2 From Farran Flaherty 
That the Public Participation Network (PPN) formally request that Limerick City and County Council, in the interest of improved public accessibility, establish and implement a formal process to ensure that all documents relevant to public meetings are uploaded online in accessible, non-proprietary, and screen-reader-friendly formats.

Brian Leddin noted PPN Limerick should endorse council meetings, The meetings should be transparent. Endorse proposal, publicly and advertise it. 
Pat Fitzpatrick noted Blended transparently, We should have our camera on and should support the motion. 
Linda Ledger (LCDC) noted everything should be public as it is very closed/ private.
David Tobin pointed out that they are closed for stamping of the final approval.
Noreen Waters asked why private should be public as it is public money.

It was suggested whether SPC’s could be streamed online.
Mark said the matters being discussed there as they include policy being developed and ongoing items.  
Brian Leddin noted agreement with Mark Ryan. Advised to keep simple first and hopefully council will accept.
Seán Mc ilfatrick noted to streamline meetings no technology issue it is funding issue. Mayor saying his giving funding.
Brian Thompson noted we will have to be careful broadcasting potential risk for online abuse.
Linda Ledger (LCDC) noted everything should be public as it is very closed/ private.
David Tobin noted that committees are closed for final stamping of the final approval for projects.
Noreen Waters asked why private should be public as it is public money.

Mark Ryan noted you can request an invite through Corporate for Full council meetings. Mark said the matters being discussed at SPC’s are ongoing. 

Eileen Irwin noted at the PPN /  Mayor meeting attendees were not given time to ask questions.  
Patrick Fitzgerald stated that another meeting could be suggested and that we could have the format noted with more time for questions. 	


Motion 3 From Annette Waters
That the PPN will stream Meetings for accessibility. All agreed that it was working well this evening and should continue as an option. 
· Cameras on during meetings. During this discussion the matter of people having cameras off during the meeting was discussed. It was suggested that those attending online should be asked if they would have their cameras on during the meeting, particularly when they were contributing to the discussions. 
This created a conversation where some members felt that people may not be comfortable with being on screen and this was not an issue, but others felt that it was a curtsy/ etiquette matter that be routine. 
Confidentiality and transparency regarding who was attending the meeting was also put forward.  
PF stated that we did not have longer to discuss this but that he would have it on agenda for the next meeting.

Motion 4 from David Tobin
That PPN Limerick will invite LCCC officials to Plenary meetings. This motion will be referred to the next meeting.
David clarified the wording of his original submission to Administration and read it as following:

That the Limerick Public Participation Network requests that the Corporate Policy Group agree to schedule the attendance of senior local authority representatives at PPN Plenary Meetings on an annual basis. Specifically, that one plenary meeting per year be attended by each of the following:
• The Directly Elected Mayor of Limerick
• The Chief Executive of Limerick City and County Council
• The Príomh Chomhairleoir
• The Cathaoirleach of the Metropolitan District of Limerick

Further, that this arrangement be included in the agreed annual work plan between Limerick City and County Council and Limerick PPN in order to strengthen communication, accountability, and collaboration between the local authority and the wider community and voluntary sector.
Lorraine apologised, noting that the agenda she had displayed was an earlier draft version with holding text, stating that the minutes would reflect the clarification. 

This discussion was wide ranging with differing viewpoints. It was noted that the ppn meetings are plenary business. It was countered that having officials come to meetings would be good route to gain direct updates. 
LB pointed out format of Worker Meetings where the Department would attend meetings for a defined period of time and then withdraw.  
It was also posited to limit invitations for specific matters and not have as routine. Meeting time ran out with further discussion deferred to the next plenary meeting.
	










All Agreed
Press Release 





























Send request for PPNL / Mayor meeting 
	
	

	7. AOB
	
· Noreen Waters asked why her second item submitted was not on the agenda. 
Lorraine acknowledged that two items had been submitted but reminded that Lorraine had discussed this with her and the second item; relating to whether limerick city and county council would be reinstating the GO car initiative in Limerick, following its withdrawal because of stated anti-social behaviour, had been referred as appropriate to the Travel and Transportation SPC by Representative David Tobin on the 18th of February, 2026. 
David confirmed this; citing the Councils reply that the existing service provider in limerick (Go Car) were part of an original pilot project in the city. They have removed their share cars from the public streets only for operational reasons.
That they initiated enquiries with a service provider in the market with the intention of re-establishing a pilot project for 2026. 


	









	









	











	8. Closing remarks
	PF thanked all members for attending the first Plenary of 2026.









Attendees


	PPN member group/organisation
	Pillar
	Municipal District
	Name of Secretariat member

	Secretariat members

	1. Glin Going Strong Club
	Community
	​Newcastle West
	Patrick Cummins

	2. Limerick Community Education Network
	Social Inclusion
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Patrick Fitzgerald

	3. BGM Community Support Services Centre
	Community
	Cappamore-Kilmallock
	Declan Hehir

	4. Northside Family Resource Centre
	Social Inclusion
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Mark Ryan

	5. Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Autum School
	​Community
	​Cappamore-Kilmallock
	Eileen McMahon

	PPN member group/organisation
	Pillar
	Municipal District
	Name of representative(s) who attended

	1. Limerick Pedestrian Network/ Limerick Cycling Campaign
	Community/Environmental
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Dave Tobin

	2. 
	
	
	Ben O’ Sullivan

	3. Step Forward Disability Group
	Community
	​Cappamore-Kilmallock
	Martha Potter

	4. Limerick Migrant Forum
	Social Inclusion
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Vadivel Raj

	5. Tait House Community Enterprise CLG
	Social Inclusion
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Michael Quilligan

	6. [bookmark: _Hlk215216863]Limerick Cycling Campaign
	Community
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Pat Fitzpatrick

	7. St. Mary's Adult Education Group CLG
	Community
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Brian Thompson

	8. Kilmurry Arts & Heritage Centre
	Community
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Marian Hurley

	9. Step Forward Disability Group
	Social Inclusion
	Cappamore-Kilmallock
	Maureen Browne

	10. Limerick Cycling Campaign
	Community
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Farron Flaherty

	11. St. Munchins Community Centre
	Community
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Linda Ledger

	12. Thomondgate Residents Association
	Community
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Tanya Dunworth

	13. Thomondgate Residents Association
	Community
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Kelly Dunworth

	14. Community Crisis Response Team
	Community
	Adare-Rathkeale
	Kayla Cooley

	15. Tournafulla Tidy Towns
	Community
	​Newcastle West
	Jennifer Burgess

	16. Mungret Regional Football Club
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Community
	Tony O Byrne 

	17. An Taisce
	Environment
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Brian Leddin

	18. An Taisce
	Environment
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Seán Mc ilfatrick

	19. An Taisce
	Environment
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Darragh Boyce

	20. Ballybricken Bohermore GAA Club
	Community
	​Cappamore-Kilmallock
	Ann Moloney

	21. Limerick Seniors Forum
	Community
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Noreen Waters

	22. Meadowbrook Residents Corbally
	Community
	Limerick Metropolitan
	David Buckley

	23. St Patrick's Men's Shed
	Community
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Terence Hickey

	24. Womensshed Limerick Dooradoyle /Raheen
	Community
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Mary Moloney

	25. Womensshed Limerick Dooradoyle /Raheen
	Community
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Marie Storan

	26. Southside Women's Group
	Social Inclusion
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Geraldine Minogue

	27. Emerging Limerick Filmmakers
	Community
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Pete Moles

	 Apologies
	
	
	

	28. Tournafulla Tidy Towns

	Community
	Newcastle West
	Jennifer Jean  

	29. Farran Flathery 
	Community
	
	

	30. Women’s shed Limerick Dooradoyle /Raheen 
	Community
	Limerick Metropolitan
	Annette Murphy

	31. Foynes and District Community Council
	Community
	Adare-Rathkeale
	Sean Kelly

	Also in Attendance

	Caroline O’Reilly LPPN Support Worker
	PPN Limerick

	Lorraine Broderick LPPN Resource Worker
	PPN Limerick

	

	



Record of the meeting taken as a fair and accurate reflection of the discussion and adopted at subsequent plenary meeting:


FACILITATOR: Signature ________________________________ Print Name _________________________ Date: ____________________________
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Adare Rathkeale 34 31 Social Inclusion | 67 65
Newcastle West 43 39 Community 223 208
Cappamore-Kilmallock | 63 61 Environment 10 10
Metropolitan 160 152

Total 300 283 300 283
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